Builcling and rigginga Pigstick to ﬂg

9OUF bUFgCC above gour mast

What’s a Pigstick’? A Pigstick Is a
Hagstag that is held at the top of the
mast and allows a burgee or Pcnnant to
Hg well above the VHF antenna, wind

sensors etc.

And whg would you want one?
1.ltis traditiona”g the correct Place to 1C19
your 9acht club burgee; the Place most
of us Hg our burgees, under the
spreacler, being reserved for signal or
courtesy Hags that Flg for a limited time.
2.0n my boat the spreaclers are not wide
enough to allow even a small burgee to
Hg without touching the shrouds or the
mast and so the (rathcr expensive)
burgecs need replacing every year or
two. The burgee ﬂging free and clear
above the mast has lasted two years
alreaclg without any visible
clegeneration at all.
3. The Pigstick burgee s casilg
identifiable on a 9acht, whereas those
under the sPrcader are rarelg visible

because of sail.
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QOUF bUFgCC above QOUF mast

We all make compromises between the correct or best way and the easiest
way. Most People would not dream of going to the bother or expense of
using a Pigstick. I have made two now and my second one is lightweiglﬁt,
inexpensive, easy to build and easy to rig (m9 first one was too heavg). |
have to agree that taking them down and l’xois’cing them every time you go to

the boat would get old Fast) but I leave mine up, a comPromise that works

FOI" me.
6157K13 One-Piece Aluminum
Clamp-on SHAFT COLLAR, 3/8"
Bore, 7/8" OD 3/8"w $2.17
1640731 AXLE AluminumAlloy 6063 /
3/8" @,8'L $7.34 each
9489754 BURGEE HOIST RING T 6455K9 Lubrication-Free
Light Duty Eyebolt with Nut ~~_ Acetal BALL BEARING, Glass
304 SS, 10-24 Thread $7.55/pk ~— Balls 3/8" Shaft @ 7/8"
OD, 9/32"w $7.27 each
27.5” >
burgee 1" 0D, 0.875" ID, 10' long
ALUMINUM TUBE, 6063
$40 - $84
3769776 304 Stainless
Steel RING, 5/16" @ mat
1-1/2" Ring ID, $4.67 each
references are to McMaster Carr part #s
Q
/%E
Stainless steel split ring

My Pigstick isald’ Iong Piece of 17 diameter 6063 (‘architectural’ corrosion
resistant) aluminum tubing. it has two internal bearings at the toP that allow
a short center aluminum axle to rotate Freelg. This axle holds the top

gromme’c oF the burgee. The bottom grommet s at’cached toa s’cainless steel
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Stainless Steel
Lifting Ring
MPD_2937
$12.89

1/4" braided line
1 pc, 100" long
$68.00

for'd
— Harken 082 Single Bullet Block $12.00
:& g $

= MPD_465 New 316

Stainless Steel Heavy-

MPD references are for
http://marinepartdepot.com/
parts.

~— Pipe
insulation $2.15

44.5"

although the pigstick is here drawn
on the starboard side of the mast,
mine is on the port side. I just cannot
draw marine sketches without putting
forward to the right.

xT!

MPD_171 316 Stainless
Steel Top Cap 1" $9.98

ring that foats
Freelg on the

stick, a”owing

duty Top Slide 1" $9.98 k -~

the Flag to
rotate around
and Pu” the
ring up in
strong wi nds.
Below the
masthead level
there is the
first halgard
attachment
Point, a
stainless rail
Fitting, then a
wraPPing of
PiPc insulation
ncatlg held with
duct ta[:)e, then
the bottom
halgarcl

at’cachment
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3OUF burgee above QOUF mast

Poin’c, another rail Fit’cing. The halgard comes down to the base of the mast
and is tied off to a cleat. The halgard is reeved ’chrough a Harken 082 Single
Bullet Block shackled to a stainless steel Iifting ring that is screwed into the
side of the mast at the top,just below the top Pla’ce.

The 1”7 6063 aluminum tube is strong
enough (we sail in 30 knot winds as a
matter of course) and very lig]ﬁt
weight. It isjust thick enough to be
taPPccl 6-32 for set screws to hold
the top ball bearings in Place (the
acetal bearings were indented with a
center drill first) . The aluminum axle
rotates very Frcelg in these bearings,
even with the shaft collar sitting on
the ’coP one. The two rail Fit’cings that
allow the halgard to attach both have
set screws which | allowed to indent

into the tube (U replaced all suPPlied

set screws with stainless steel ones
with sharp (‘cone’) Points from
McMaster Carr). | wraPPecl the tube ina Piece of 1" foam PiPe insulation
($2.15) to prevent the aluminum or the Fittings from banging against the
mast. | secured this with 4 or 5 bands of duct taPe. The 1/4” braided line (1
bought 100’ because I have a 54’ mast: | had some left over) is New E:ngland
RoPes Sta-Set Polgester Yacht Braid at 0.68 per foot.

For those of us who are keen on tension, then insta”inga little #6 Lewmar

winch on the mast (onan 8’ angle& Pad) to tension the Pigstick halgarcl s
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easy and ideal. Cleat off the downhaul with a few inches of Plag and then
winch in the halgard (okag, its the same line, but you know what | mean).
The total cost of the Project without the WiﬂCl’l,
duct ’cape or screws was $255.27 Plus tax and
shiPPing. J ovchaicl for the aluminum tube ($84 is
what | Paiob, but its difficult to find in 10’ lengths.

Now, there are commercial sources for the stick
itscH:, but theg arejus‘c that. The stick. And a short
stick at that, unless you ask for a reasonable

lcngth. TaPercd? ~ | CICFH angone to PCFCCiVC {:rom

the deck whether a Pigstick s taPered ornotona
54 foot mast. VHF antennas are genera”g 367
unless you
scrimped. Ten foot
isjust right. Doesn’t
anyone consider
the continuing
smooth rotation of
their burgee to let it
ﬂg full with the wind
as theg sail over the

9ears? Hmmm.

Curious.

Can you tell which mast belongs to Catcher?
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